Laurel-Concord Public School
5" and Wakefield Streets

@ Laurel, NE 68745008
Phone: (402) 25@731

LIVING TO SERVE Fax: (402) 2569465

President Hello,

Brittney Koch In attempt to keep everyone informed of FFA happenings and events, this is the first in a

series of quarterly newsletters that will be sent out electronically regarding the Laurel-
Concord FFA Chapter. The goal is to provide this through e-mail to students, parents,
school staff, FFA Alumni, and anyone else interested. If you are interested in receiving
this and future e-mails, contact Mr. Timm at ptimm(@esul.org. In the subject line type
“FFA NEWSLETTER PLEASE” and in the message area type your name and mailing
address. If you have received this and DO NOT want to receive this, please e-mail the

Vice President
Tate Cunningham

Secretary . . . o ) »
Ben Vanderheiden Isla;nnllz address with the subject line saying “DISCONTINUE E-MAIL” and type your

Recent Happenings

Treasurer
Nick Hansen During the winter months, FFA members have been busy competing in competitions
and closing out their 2007 recordbooks for their Supervised Agriculture Experience
Programs.
Reporter |
Tyler Sherman On December SthNAlison Davey competed at District 4 LEADERSHIP SKILLS
EVENTS (LSEOS)n Junior Public Speaking, earning a high blue ribbon for her speech
Sentinel on care and treatment of horse arthritis. The chapter would like to thank FFA Alumni
SCIUNCL members, Michael Vanderheiden and Donna Davey, for serving as judges at LSE’s.
Tyler Jacot | " o e e
On December 21* the chapter celebrated its CHRISTMAS PARTY by watching two
. movies and playing games at Camp Assurance. Seventeen members were in attendance,
Student Advisor ; . .
and everyone attending had a fun time. Thank you to Camp Assurance for allowing the
Tyler Hansen . o
chapter to use its facility for our event.
Advi After three postponements due to weather, the chapter participated in District 4
AGVISOT LIVESTOCK JUDGING on January 24™ at Northeast Community College.
Paul Timm
256-3731

Senior Judging: 15 teams, 55 individual competitors
Team 1: Curtis Klug, Ross Pinkelman, Nick Hansen, Tyler Hansen - 2nd Place
Team 2: Ben Vanderheiden, Eric Schurman, Zach Humphrey, and Tyler Koch - 6th
Place
Individually: 1*-Curtis Klug, 10"-Ross Pinkelman,; 12"-Nick Hansen; 14" Ben
Vanderheiden; 18"™-Tyler Koch; 19"-Tyler Hansen; 40"™-Zach Humphrey;
41th-Eric Schurman

Junior Judging: 16 Teams, 65 Individuals

Team 1: Nate Anderson, Brian Koch, Alison Davey, Billy Leapley - 7th Place

Individually: 7"-Evan Preseuth; 23"-Billy Leapley; 31°-Alison Davey; 46"™-Brian
Koch; 58"_Nate Anderson




The top four senior individual placers Curtis, Ross, Nick, and Ben will advance to state competition, which
will be held at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln during State FFA Convention in April.

Through the wonderful support of local patrons from Coleridge, Laurel-Concord, Newcastle, and Wynot,
the FFA Chapter was able to net $682 through the sale of HOG RAFFLE tickets. This money is used to
help pay for yearly budgeted chapter expenses. We would like to thank all who helped the chapter through
purchasing tickets. A special thanks goes out to Dan and Bonnie Hansen of Carroll, Nebraska for donating
the two hogs and B & B Locker for donating the processing of one of the hogs. We greatly appreciate
your support.

Five FFA members recently underwent the process of applying for the STATE FFA DEGREE. In order
to earn this honor, a student must have an active Supervised Agricultural Experience Program that consists
of a part-time agriculture related job and/or series of agriculture entrepreneurial enterprises for which
he/she have kept a minimum of 2 years of records. Through his/her job/enterprises, the student must have
worked a minimum of 1,000 unpaid hours or earned and productively invested $3,000. Other
qualifications must also be met. The qualified student must have his/her Greenhand and Chapter Degrees,
taken a minimum of 2 years of agriculture classes, participated in enough FFA activities to earn 500
leadership points (150 of which must be above the chapter level), demonstrate his/her leadership ability in
the chapter, interview before a panel of 3 agriculture instructors, and take an FFA knowledge test. The
students that applied were Ben Vanderheiden, Curtis Klug, Tate Cunningham, Ross Pinkelman, and Nick
Hansen. These students have completed their interviews and are waiting for the results from their tests.
Those that receive the degree will be honored on stage at Pershing Auditorium at State FFA Convention in
Lincoln, Nebraska on Friday night at 7 on April 4™.

Three students recently submitted PROFICIENCY AP PLICATIONS for review at the district level. A
proficiency area is a category in which a student’s Supervised Agriculture Experience Project qualifies.
These areas are determined by National FFA. For example, a student that has a part time job at a swine
confinement would be in the area of Swine Production. The applications show each student’s progress in
skill development, financial management, and advancement towards goals established at the beginning of
his/her involvement with the Agriculture Program. Tyler Hansen earned a bronze medal in Beef
Production-Entrepreneurship for his cow/calf enterprise, Tyler Sherman was awarded a 1st gold medal in
Food Science and Technology for his research enterprise studying the effects of antioxidants on yeast, and
Ben Vanderheiden was honored with a 3rd gold medal in Agriculture Service with his auctioneering
enterprise. Congratulations to all three students, and good luck to Ben and Tyler as their applications
advance to state competition.

Future Happenings

The following is a list of important spring FFA dates.

2-17 to 23 National FFA Week

2-22 & 23 Made for Excellence/Advanced Leadership Development Conference
2-25 District 4 Career Development Events

3-3 FFA Alumni Meeting/FFA Meeting

3-10 Parent Teacher Conferences

4-1 Local FFA Alumni Scholarship Application Due
4-2 to 4 State FFA Convention

4-7 Officer Elections & FFA Alumni Meeting

4-14 FFA Meeting

4-17 FFA Chapter Banquet

5-5 FFA Alumni Meeting

£ 17 FEFA Maatinea




NATIONAL FFA WEEK (FEBRUARY 17 -23%°)

A variety of different activities have been planned in each community. Each school has appointed students
that will be coordinating the activities during the week. A list of total activities has been provided below.
As we further our involvement in each community we will try to expand and mold them so to the
preferences of each school.

* means this activity will only be taking place at Laurel-Concord School

Monday: FFA scavenger hunt begins (lasts through Wednesday)
-Find an FFA emblem like the one on this sign, return
it to Mr. Timm or your high school secretary after school and receive a piece of candy
ONLY ONE EMBLEM CAN BE REDEEMED PER STUDENT PER DAY

Agriculture Trivia (lasts through Friday)
-One agriculture trivia question will be placed in the bulletin
each day, write all 5 correct answers on a piece of paper and submit it to Mr. Timm or your
high school secretary on Friday and receive a prize during the following week.

Tuesday: *Drive your tractor to school day
-In honor of our local producers, FFA members will drive their tractors to school. Students
that drive their tractors are to drop their keys off with Mr. Timm at the beginning of school
and pick them up after school.

Wednesday: Official Dress Day
-All FFA members are to display their pride for FFA by wearing their
official dress.

*Community and School Staff Appreciation Coffee

-Community members and school staff are encouraged to stop by the board room near the
Learning Center from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for coffee and treats provided by the FFA Chapter.
EACH FFA MEMBER WILL BE FURNISHING A PAN OF BARS OR 2 DOZEN
COOKIES FOR THE EVENT.

Thursday: FFA Blue & Gold Day
-Students are encouraged to go all out and display their FFA spirit by wearing blue and gold.
The student displaying the greatest spirit for farm safety to Mr. Timm will win a prize.

*Junior High & FFA Ice Cream Sundaes
-The FFA would like to encourage all junior high students to join them in the old gym
immediately after school for ice cream sundaes.

MADE FOR EXCELLENCE/ADVANCED LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
(FEBRUARY 22-23%P)

MFE/ALD is a National FFA Leadership Conference held in Kearney, Nebraska at the Holiday Inn. MFE is
for freshman and sophomore age students, and ALD is for juniors and seniors. Students from across the
state will go through a series of workshops run by past national and state FFA officers teaching them about
important topics related to leadership, career skills, community service, and preparing for their futures.
Students will leave from Laurel-Concord School at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, February 22™°. FFA Official Dress
is required. There will also be a dance Friday night, so students...bring your dancing shoes. The cost of




registration is $75 and room costs will be split amongst the students and added to that. We will be staying
at the Hampton Inn. Upon our return students are to write a check to the Laurel-Concord FFA Chapter.
The FFA Alumni voted to supplement student registration costs with $50 stipends. These stipends will be
dispersed upon each students’ full payment of their registration and room fees.

FFA ALUMNI MEETING/FFA MEETING (MARCH 3 RP)

FFA Alumni Meetings for Agriculture Program supporters are usually held on the first Monday of every
month and FFA Chapter Meetings for students on the second Monday of the month. Since Parent/Teacher
Conferences have been scheduled for the 10" of March, both meetings are being combined on the 3. The
Chapter Meeting will begin at 7 p.m., and the Alumni Meeting will follow immediately following. Both
will be available from all four schools via distance.

LAUREL -CONCORD FFA ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP DUE (APRIL 1 °T)

The Laurel-Concord FFA Alumni awards two $200 scholarships to graduating seniors continuing their
education at a post-secondary institution in an agriculture related field. Students may pick up an
application in their high school guidance office by March 3". Applications are due to Mr. Timm by April
7™ for selection at the April Alumni meeting.

STATE FFA CONVENTION (APRIL 2 -4™)

State FFA Convention is held in Lincoln, Nebraska. First year members have the option of attending
without qualifying through a district contest or obtaining their FFA State Degrees by attending a /2 day
Leadership Workshop while at convention. All other members must qualify for contest to go. Students are
responsible for covering their registration, rooming, and food expenses while at convention. Student
reservations for State FFA Convention need to be made with Mr. Timm by March 7™. The chapter will
also be looking for adult sponsors to help out with supervision while at convention. More information
regarding the specifics for state convention and sponsors will be discussed at FFA/FFA Alumni Meetings
and mailings will be sent out to individual students that reserve a seat to go.

FFA ALUMNI MEETING/ OFFICER ELECTIONS (APRIL 7 ™)

Students interested in applying for FFA Chapter Officer are required to take an FFA Knowledge Test as
well as interview before a panel of adults on this evening. The interviewing/testing will begin at Laurel
Learning Center by 6:30 p.m. Prior to officer elections, students applying must complete a written
application.

DUE TO ELECTIONS, THE ALUMNI MEETING WILL BE HELD @ 8 p.m.

FFA MEETING (APRIL 14 ™)

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. This meeting will focus mostly on preparations for the FFA Banquet, and
the help of all members will be needed for planning.

FFA BANQUET (APRIL 17 ™)

The Laurel-Concord FFA Banquet is a time in which FFA members, FFA Alumni, student’s families, and
community members gather to enjoy each other’s fellowship over a meal. As we enjoy delicious food
from Crossroads Catering we will recognize students and adults for their accomplishments and support of
the FFA Chapter. The itinerary for the evening is as follows:




5:00 Doors Open

5:30 FFA Alumni Pie Auction
6:00 Meal

6:30 Awards Program Begins

Tickets for the banquet will be available for purchase at the Coleridge, Laurel-Concord, Newcastle, and
Wynot high school offices as of Monday, March 10™ and must be purchased by Monday, April 7".
Students are expected to attend and donate 1 pie for the auction. All businesses/farms that have purchased
Alumni Business Memberships may RSVP to Mr. Timm at the school by April 7" to redeem 2 free
banquet tickets. Call 256-3731.

FFA ALUMNI MEETING ( May 5

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. in the Laurel-Concord Agriculture classroom and via distance from other
schools. Two topics of discussion will be scheduling families for working the Funnel Cake stand and
student summer happenings. Each family is expected to work two funnel cake shifts during the summer:
one non-fair shift and on fair shift.

FFA MEETING (May 12th)

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. in the Laurel-Concord Agriculture Classroom and via distance from other
schools. Summer scheduling and summer happenings will be discussed.




